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Correspondence from Germany

Schleife, on June 15th, 1903

Dear Volksblatt!

Many people from Schleife and around live in
Texas, especially in places like Giddings, Paige,
Serbin, Warda and Winchester. Among them are
many readers of the Volksblatt. The next station south
of Schleife is Weilwasser, it’s now a city. East of the
train station, which was built 20 years ago, are living
many people who with you are readers of the
Volksblatt.

Here it’s now harvest time. The grass is
beautiful, and the farmers are busy cutting hay by
hand with scythes. No one here owns a modern
harvester yet to harvest grass and crop. And the
harvest takes weeks because there is not enough sun.

This year we hope for a good rye harvest, rye
has not been as beautiful in years.

As | already recently noticed, a single death is
nothing particular in such a densely populated
country. But this time it was. Because in GroR3 Diiben
near Schleife three young girls, all in the age of 17
and a few months, died within two weeks. Two died
of tuberculosis and one while working in the coal
mine. She got stuck and squeezed between two cars
on the rail tracks and died on the spot. The three of
them were buried with splendor. Because the last one
was buried on a Sunday, the funeral procession was
considerably bigger. Almost all young girls and all
miners from around (about a hundred people) had
gathered to pay their final respects to the victim of the
fatal accident.

But enough for this time, with greetings to all
readers of the Volksblatt.

Hantschko

Translated by Hélene Yéche
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